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Tertiary attainment by age cohort, 2012
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What do students in the U.S. pay* for college?

* Net price after all grant aid and tax benefits College Board, Trends in College Pricing 2016
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What are tuition sticker prices around the world (2013-14)?

Baccalaureate programs; all dollar amounts in US Purchasing Power Parities (PPP)
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Student loan borrowing, 2013-14

All dollar amounts in US PPP; some countries include graduate debt
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Tuition fees and student financing schemes around the world (2012)
Upfront tuition fees Deferred tuition fees No or nominal tuition fees Dual track (both fee and no fee)

Student Financing of Higher EducationFinancing schemes: Grants only; loans only; both grants and loans; no student financing; data unavailable
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How are loans structured around the world (2012)?

Student loans for tuition fees only Student loans for living costs only Student loans for both tuition fees & living costs

Available for
all students

Means
tested

Available for
all students

Means
tested

Available for
all students

Means
tested
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own income)

China (GCSL)
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Student Financing of Higher EducationType of loans: Mortgage; Income contingent; both
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What are the student financing trends around the world?

• Many countries are increasing access to higher education

• Moving from no fees to charging fees, and from lower fees to higher fees

• As fees rise, more interest in loan and grant programs

• Mortgage and income-contingent loans

• Government and university grants

• Tuition differentiation is spreading

• Levels, programs, student residency

• As financing rises in complexity, questions about equity increase
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Are there lessons to be learned from other countries?

• Not really!

• National context – historical, political, cultural, public vs. private – are 
important factors

• One possibility is learning from the universal understanding and 
acceptance of income-contingent loans in England and Australia

• Other countries are adopting more of an American model

• Includes both strengths and weaknesses

• Income-contingent loans is our largest and most important adoption from 
other countries

• Every system is different
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Questions and discussion


